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a witness, took the stand and testified 


the witness realize he is still under oath, 


What position did you hold in May 1941* 


Commander-in-Chief of Army Group North, 


Russian affair was begun at that time and later you left; 


Do you know this order of the 13th and l4th of 


so-called Fuehrer Order, signed by Keitel. (I shall give the Document number J 
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later.) Do you remember that in this Decree, extremely sharp, severe measures 
were ordered? 

I do not know the contents of this order. 

In this order it says, for exam and I te paragraphs 3 and 4, 
that severe measures are to be taken against civilian population in order to 
suppress everything that might by any chance become dangerous. 

Is that the order in which mention is made that violations of our 
soldiers against the Russian population are not to be junished except in very 


severe 


order yesterday. 
Don't you think that this was something cuite unusual? 
Extraordinerily unusual. 
1nd why do you say extraordinarily? 
Because it was entirely opposed to our principles concerning rules of 
warfare. 
How were you able to bring this order into accord with your general 


conception of military conduct? 


in your resignation at that time. 
wait until 19427? 
I expressed my utmost surprise concerning these orcers of Hitler to the 
comnmander-in-chief at that time end I was riven assurances that no such order 
would be issued. But then these orders really were issued. But at about the 


^ 


seme time the order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army was also issued, 


of which I spoke yesterday, and in my opinion, this later order cancelled o 


2- 
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the order that had been issued by Keitel. I should like to give an example, 
if I may, concerning the handling of jurisdiction in connection with this order. 
Although we were ordered that we were not allowed to take any steps against 
soldiers who committed offences against the civilian population, I know person- 
ally that careless injuries of persons, accidents of motor cars where members 
of the civilian population were injured, were proceeded against us b; 
steps according to martial law, That was the attitude that we held, 

COLONEL NEAVE: Have you the number of that document, Dr. Kempner‘ 

No, I haven't, 
We will want to have that jn the record, 

Now the following. I should like to discuss this matter cuite frankly 
with you. You are a historian, aren't you, and would probably like to clarify 
all these matters here 100 percent? 

Yes/ 

I now have two possibilities upon me. I have a pile of similar orders 
here, one always worse than the one before. e could go through all of them =- 
Leningrad is to be erased from the surface--and your Army Group knew by means 


of these orders that the Jews were being exterminated there. ould you like 


to make a statement concerning this whole group of orders, as to how these 
things came about and also mention at the same time the attitude of the higher 
leaders? 
| They came about by reason of National Socialism and the attitude of 
the higher leaders was absolutely one of opposition. 
COLONEL NSAVE: Hadn't he better answer questions? 


Let's base our cuestions on the following. Do you know that a number 


of criminal orders were issued? 
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The two orders of which I spoke yesterday are known to me, 
Do you know of any others? 


I have learned of them now, by means of the documents and files 


this court. For example, the so-called Commando Decree, I just learned 


it now. 
Did you know at that time that the aim was there, by 
to exterminate the Jews? 
learn that Jewish persecution was 
I believe in 1938, xe 1939 —— 1938. 
Did you, yourself, have any Jewish acquaintances in Bavaria or Munich’ 
I didn't. 
from your acouaintances that these people disappeared? 
| I said yesterday that I lived in absolute seclusion in a suburb out- 
side of Munich. 
Then there are only two of these orders 
far as their criminal character 
les, 
But according to our files many 5 such orders were issued to your 
amy Group. Did you yourself ngver read th 
hich orders do you mean? 
I shall refer to them later. Do you assume full responsibil: 
everything that happened within your Army Group wi ile you were its commander? 
That is impossible for me to do so, 
@ You assume responsibility only for that which you knew’ 


Yes. 





| 


ind you didn't know that extermination of civilian population, etc. 
took place’ 


T 2 3 > 4 us : id ^ L1 ae à meme dium mb 4 à i r 
L did nov Know I there wes any invention to GO SOs 


ts affidavit, that measures were taken 


Veo 


ras show. by yesterday 


in Latvia and I forbade 


this action had been carried 


similar elements —- that they were benind 


I have to say here, according to my best conscience and knowledge, 


a 


not at that time know oi existence of the Einsatzgruppe 


xmExmm the other ele 
rou never 
people and that they were ever; 


pos sible 


mention 


impossible fc remember. 


1 only mentioned the possibility 


Didn't you see all kinds of uniforms, 


not normal army uniforms’ 
‘nd T should like to add the following to 


that is present here in the files and the fuehrer 


report of Hinsatzgruppe 


of the Einsatzgruppe writes in this that he was remaining in [Lithuania and 


BAN 


Latvia while we ad ranced and that he not like to be 700 kilometers 


“a 33.3 A Wx lire 1 was r towards the front and 
the front with his group. y direction was only towards the front and 


believe that I ever met any such man. Puehrer further writes that he 
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later advanced a small part of his Minsatzgruppe and this small part of 

the Einsatzgruppe consisted of an Action Croup of 500 nen and another small 
part of perhaps 200. He distributed these 200 men to the lóth and 1éth irmies 
and to the 4th Armored Group. Therefore it is evident that I did 
a mane 

Did you know that members of your staff had breakfast with this gentleman 
and met him freovently? 

T learned this from the file. 

You yourself never had any connection with all these 

and so on? 

T dontt remember in any way. 

But it is maintained that cooperation between your Army Group with 
these people and within your 'rmy Group went on without friction. 

That is mentioned i the report of Einsatzgruppe A if I am not mistaken. 
1s far as I can judge that refers to the combatting of partisan bandits. 

Is that your ofmly explanation’ 

A I believe it is sufficient. 
* 

"e shall now turn to another point. I refer to Document C-12A. You 
state that you bombarded only military Objectives in Leningrad. Is that correct? 

Yes, 

hat was to be done with Leningrad? Do you know anything about this? 

I believe the impression was thet when I approached Leningrad that we 
would not have to expect any special resistance on the part of the Russians, 
I was immediately before Leningrad and 1I advanced within a few kilometers of 
it when the order came that I was not to take Leningrad. I had this order 


confirmed, It was repeated. I do not know the true reasonse 
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Q Didn't you know, from the so-called Fuehrer Order, that Leningrad was 
to disappear from the face of the earth? 

At the end of November 1941 I received a letter from the Naval Oper- 
ations Staff. In this letter it said that the Fuehrer intended to have Leningrad 
disappear from the earth. I put this letter on file. I was never given an order. 

© Is that the same order from which I am now going to quote to yov; 
(Document C-124). This too was sent by the Navy. "The Fuehrer has ordered 
tht St, Petersburg, Leningrad, is to be wiped off the face of the earth." 
Is that the same? 
(Document handed to witness.) 
(YAtness indicates he cannot read the document since 
translation.) 

I will repeat the cuestion —- is this the same document that you 
remember? It was issued by the Navy and says: "The Fuehrer has ordered 
that St. Petersburg, leningrad, is to be wiped off the face of the earth," 
Is that the same order that you remember? 

received by Army Group North? 

I remember it as a letter by the Naval "ar Staff to Army Group North, 
The Naval War Staff wanted to have the Fuehrer clarify a point and Hitler's 
answer was that Leningrad was to be wiped off the face of the earth or some 
such statement, 

I just wanted to know whether they were identical. 


\ In order to avoid any misunderstanding I should like to add that as 


ar as T remember I never received the order to this letter. 





Pw 


Be nmm 


22 June 


Did you swear your oath to the Fuehrer? 


'CSe 


Isn't every word of the Fuehrer an order for : ? s he not your 
J e 


ar Lord? 
There were limits, 
ind where do these limits lie? 
If anything is against my own human conscience, 
bulda it be correct for me to say that a higher leader does not have 
. . ^ . . . * 16 
his superior if criminal matters are involved? 
Yes, he does not have to obey. 


agree with me? 


Jasn't the reason for your final retirement thes ^iminal activities’ 
They probably played a role in this, 
Was not that the main reason? Didn't these 
Be quite frank. Is that true? 
(Witness nods hi 
A It was impossible for me to have any success with the Fuehrer concern- 
ing the opinions that I held and that i: ien I conclusion to withdrew, 
Did you speak about this with comrades and higher leaders, that 
concerning your attitude’ 
I spoke with my chief. 
Lind who was your chief? 
General of the Infantry, Brennecke. 
Brennecke of your opinion that higher officers could not have 


a hand in such criminal matters? 
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As far I remember,.my chief was of my opinion. 

Did you believe that you would encounter difficulties if ym retired? 

No. 

And for your own person did not 

No, I had decided to retire in any case. 

You.were one of the few men who had courage, even in 
your "king" - your higher superior? 

My conscience forbade me to participate any longer. 

las the gentleman you just mentioned the only one with whom you 
about this conflict of conscience? 

also spoke about this with the First Officer oi the General 

And who was he? 
For the moment I have forgotten the name, 


hat other gentlemen held positions similar to yours and retired at 


that time? 
General von Boc and General von Rundstedt. 
But later Rundstedt once more re-entered, didn't he* 
Yes. 


Do you know anything his conscience at that time? 


No e r 


you were not able to bring your conscience in accord with 


It any rate 
what was asked of you for Country and God, is that true? 
That is a very difficult question to answer, punx eie I 


failed not only towards Hitler but also my Fatherland. 
COLONEL NSAVE: Dr. Kempner, where is this cross-examination leading? 


gu 


getting a bit narrow, isn't it, with regard to the personal conscience 
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DR. KEMPNER: The conscience of this withess is of extreme import- 


NOI ali 


ance for the conscience of the General Staff, 


All right. 


And in 19,2 things had taken a 1 it was impossible to participate 


A 


any longer, 


© 


you: 
I did not want to stay in longer but I can understand that other 
army leaders carried on for who was tb give any resistance to Hitler. Perhaps 


T 


my comrades cé reproach me for having left and not continued to í 


T am not interested in what 


is that as far as you were concerned, things had taken such a turn that 
t 3 


Could no Longer be united with 
vas no Longer succe 


Tt was no longer possible for me to make him understand or see my 


opinions, Therefore I left. 
Thank you, that is all. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Does any other of the Prosecution wish 


cross-examine, 


(no response.) Dr. Laternser, 


I should like to begin where Dr. Kempner 


immediate cause for your retirement? 





0 


The front south of the Ilmen See jutted out very deeply, like a 


sack, and the Russians continually brought reinforcements along their two 


flanks of 


we 


railway lines and kept up a cmtinual attack of the two deep 
sack. It was only a question of being able 


then the whole sack was cut off, with about lO divisions mmk caught in it. 


ephone but 


T reported thi 


I described the positior 


a A 


out significance. 


isposal to reinforce 


had retreated I would thus have had f at my disposal 


the weak lines of the flank front and this front would then have been strong 


enough to withstand any attack. Moreover, should also have won reserves 


by this method and at that I no longer had any reserve divisi 


v 


presented this ntly. The situatior 
à i ARM 
was quite obvious and I asked him to De dase s and to lay 


line position. Hitler refused. 


was your imme: 


You were asked just now concerning Hitler's order to wipe Leningrad 


off the face of the earth, or to destroy Ieningrad, and you tes 


you had received a letter from the Naval concerning this questic 


hat was the nature of this letter, Did you receive this letter by way o 


information? 
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It was to convey information, ‘The Naval War iff informed me that 
they had asked Hitler to clarify his position concerning the destruction of 
Leningrad, Evidently the Naval War Staff was interested in clerifyi 
point and the Naval Wer Staff then wrote me that Hitler had decided to wipe 
Leningrad off the face of the earth or destroy it, or some such expression 
* 

was used, 

Then you mean to say that sending this letter to you by the Naval ‘ar 
Steff did not mean any order given to you, according to which you were to take 
action? 

No, this letter was not an order, It was only informati 

: intentions 

the first time I learned of any BODDUMCXDGCRiOUxs 

Did you yourself ever receive an order concerning the destruction of 
Leningrad by reason of which you yours: lf were to take steps with your 
"my Gro up? 

ccording to my best knowledge and conscience I did not receive such 
an order. Even if I had received such an orcer it would just h 
that Hitler was expressing a Utopian hope for at that time I had just enough 
mxxExkx munitions and artillery to carry out the most essential missions. I 


only was supplied with very little munitions. I can give & drastic example 


of this position of the supplies and reinforcement cuestion, It took me 


three weeks to bring up one division by means of rail. 

It has just been suggested to you that by reason of the oath that 
you pledged to Hitler, every word and every intention expressed by him 
should have had for you the effect of an order to be carried out, Is it 
not rather that in military practice all important orders must be issued 


in writing? 
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That is the custom. 


believe that this has clarified that point. low to turn to the 


Einsatz Grouvs. You stated, by reason of the order that 
f s OY 
few days ago, that the strength of the Einsatzgruppe 
The whole strength of this Einsatzgruppe has been proved to be 1000 


of this the so-called Action Group had a strength of 500 men. 


You just used the words "has been proved." Do you mean "proved" 


such a case that one assumes the correctness of the execution of 


I mention the figures of 1000 and 500 by reason of this report. 

‘ssuming that this Einsatzgruppe had been distributed in your Sector 
I am interested in the answer to the following question? How broad was the 
sector of this Army Group‘ 

I should estimate about 600 kilometers. To illustrate this 
perhaps be allowed to add the following: The front strength of my army group 
amounted to about 600,000 men and the members of the Einsatzgruppe perhaps 
to 200 mene 

It was further suggested to you that members of these Einsatzgruppe 
must have been noticed by you because they wore different uniforms, Did you 
have time to concern yourself with such details, with such trifles? In order 
to understand this cuestion I would like you to depict briefly the average 
day of the commander of an Army Group. 

An Army Group can be comme inded by two different methods: 
directed fron the conference table by mean of all modern means of intelligence 
or communication, or by seeing things oneself - by self observation. I pre- 


ter method, I went to the front frequently, at first with a 





A 


passenger car. Then later in the Russian territory, 
oo i) 4 € - € - + 
the roads bad and 
l 1 i C that was a tc and anve 
gvroplane, used as a small transportation airplane that was a to land any 
E DLOIIC, € A 6 L SII 
1 Suure; L this gyroplane did c afford any 
where, on any meadow, on any pasuure; but this gyroplan 


i. I SESHCO * wi tebe nb dms 
possibility of d we carri lO arms. 
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Meehan 
22 July. 
Van Letb. 


Is this re 
cross examipation? 

DR. LATERNSER; Yes, this question relates to Dr. Kemoner's 
question if other uniforms appeared at this front. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Well, may we have the description as briefly 
a8 possible, 

DR. LATERNSER: Yes, certainly. I ask you to be as brief as 
possible, 

THE WITNESS; Then later I flew about in a bomber, accompanied 
by two pursuit planes and returned at night. Then the reports were given 
at night by the first officer of the General Staff, concerning the positions 
and by the third officer of the General Staff concerning the enemy position. 
According to these, I.hsd to give my orders and instructions. It was the 
tesk of the chief to keep everything unnecessary away from me. 

BY DR. LATYRNSER; 

Q Would it then be right to say that you only received purely military 
information needed for military decisions that you as Commander in Chief had 
to make? 

A Yes, that is correct. A good Chief of Staff has to keep everything 
unnecessary away from his Commander, 

Q I believe that is sufficient concerning this point, 

Dr. Kempner then further submitted the order of the 13th and 14th 
of May, 1941 to us, which states that German soldiers are not to be prosecuted 
against by a Court of Marshall law if violations on their part had taken 


place against the civilian population, unless the disciplince of the troop was 
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severely endangered. 
DR. KEMPNER; This was UK 64, 
Kaw 
COLONEL NEAVE; iat thet is the document to which you 
referred sometime ago? 
DR. KEMPNER; Yes, 
COLONEL 2; We will have it incorporated in the record, 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 
Q Would you like to look at the order once again? 
A No, 
Q Did this order have any influence on your attitude toward the 
civilian population under your control? 
A In no way. 
Q Did you act according to this order? 


A I acted according to the order of the Commander in Chief of the 


Army that treated the highest disciplince and this I considered a matter 


of fact — of course, 

Q At what time were you Commander in Chief and responsible for the 
western part of Germany? 

A From October 1, 1933 to February 28, 1936, 

Q When was building started on the west-wall? 

A As fer back as I can remember in 1935 or 1936, I believe in 
1935, 

Q Were you informed of the beginning of construction work in your 


capacity as Commander in Chief west? 
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A No, I heard of the beginning of construction work in quite a 
peculiar fashion. I found a letter on my writing table that had some 
comments concerning this. I looked at the distribution and saw that 
it had come from the Defense indie etes at Weisbaóen. 

DR. KEMPNER; I don't believe that I touched on this subject 
at all during cross examination, 

COLONEL NEAVE: Dr. Leternser, during the cross examination this 
subject was not touched upon. 

DR. LATERNSER: The question suffices and it is not necessary 
for me to hear any more concerning these details. 

COLONEL NEAVE; Doctor, please in the future auestion the witness 
only on matters arising out of the cross examination oa we ere short of 
time. Have you any further questions? 

DR. LATERNSER; I am almost finished, 

BX.DR. LATERNSH Ry: 

Q You were then asked concerning the conference of June 14, 1941, 
That is the conference that took place between Hitler and the Commander 
in Chief before the Russian camnaign. I did not quite understand what was 
meant. I am interested in knowing in what sequence the riporti of the 
Commanders in Chief of the army groups were made to Hitler and if the 
Commanders in Chief of the army groups anå the armies were present at the 
same time? 

A We were heard one after the other. I did not know for example 


what the Commandersin Chief of the Army Group Center and South, Von Bock 


and Von Rundstedt, were going to report on, 


)/ 
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Take 2-Pg. 4, 
Meehan 
22 July. 
Von Leeb. 
Q <A final question concerning the Scb ef fen organization about 
which you were asked. What kind of sn organization was this Sdhieffen 


organization? Was it a social organization or a political group, ar with 


let us say an aggressive objective! 


A The Scil esten organization was purely a sociel organization. 


Q Can you state in a few words the purpose of this organization? 
A The purpose was to keep alive the memory of Schlieffen anè his 
teachings, 
Q | No further questions. 
COLONEL NEAVE; Whank you. This witness can go. We will recess 
for ten minutes, 
(THE COMMISSION RECESSED AT 1120 HOURS.) 
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The foregoing is a true and correct trenscript of the testimony 


of RITTER VON LEEB, taken on the 22nd of June 1946, 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE À 
COMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH h 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1965 


22 June 1916 


Colonel AeMeS. Neave 
OKells 
(THE COMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 
CROSS-EXAVTNATION (Continued) 
GENERAL FELDUARSCHALL RITTER YON LEEB, a witness, took the stand and 
d as follows: 
COMMISSIONER: Does the witne + realize he is still under oath? 
THE WITNESS: Yeso 
BY DR. KEMPNERs 
Q What position did you hold in May 1941? 


Commander-in-Chief of Ari Group North. 


wssia at that time. 
begun at that time 
Yeso 
You prepared yourself for 
Yese 
Q Do you know this order of the 13th and lhth of im lI? de ws 


A k oko 


o-called Fuehrer Order, signed | ^Kettel, I shall give the document numb 
3 


latere) Do you remember that in this Decree, extremely sharp, severe 


measures were ordered? 
A I do not know the contents of this order. 

Q In this order it says, for example, and I quote paragraphs 3 and h, 
that severe measures are to be taken acainst Lvilian population in order to 
Suppress everything that might by any chance become dangerouse 

A Is that the order in which mention is made that violations of our 

t the Russian population are not to be punished except in very 
Severe cases? 
Q That is correct, 
À I spoke of this order yesterday. 


16 09 
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Don't, you think that this was something quite unusual? 
Extraordinarily unusuale 

Q And why do you say extraordinarily? 

A Because it was entirely opposed to our principles concerning rules 


of warfareo 


Q How were you able to brinc this order into accord with your 


general conception of military conduct? 

A Not at ally 

Q Why did you not hand in your resignation at that time. Why did 
vou wait until 1912? 

A I expressed my utmost survrise concerning these orders cf Hitler tc 
the commander-in—chief at that time od I was given assurances that no such 
order would be issuede But then these orders really were issuede But at 
about the same time the order cf thc 'ommandor-in-Chief of the Army was also 
issued, of which I spoke yesterday, and in my opinion, this later order 
cancelled the order that had been issued by Keitel, I should like to give 
an example, if I may, concerning the handling of jurisdiction in connection 
with this ordere Although we were ordered that we were not allowed to take 
any steps against soldiers who committed offences against the civilian 
population, I know personally that care ; injuries of persons, accidents 
of motor cars whofo members of the civilian population were injured, wore 
proceeded against us by taking steps according to martial lawe That was the 
attitude that we held, 

COLONEL NEAVE: Have you the number of that document, Dr. Kempner? 

DR. KEMPNER: No, I haven't. We have just sent for ite 

COLONEL NEAVE: We will want to have thatin the record, 

Q Now the following. I should like to discuss this matter quite 

frankly with you. You are a histor?71, aren't you, and would probably like 


to clarify all these matters here 100 percent? 


Q I now have two possibilities upon mee I have a pile of similar 


orders here, one always worse than the one before, We could go through all 
of them =- Leningrad is to be erased from the surface -- and your Army Group 


knew by means of these orders that the Jews were being exterminated theree 
TOTO 





m 


Would you like to make a statement concerning this whole group of orders, as 
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to how those things came about and a’ > time the attitude 
of tho higher leadors? 

A They camo about by reason of National Socialism and the attitude 
of tho higher leaders was absolutely one of oppositione 


COLONEL NEAVEs: Hadn't he better answor questions? 


Q Letts base our questions on the foblowinge Do you know that a 


number of criminal orders were issued? 
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the two orders of which I poke yesterday are known to me. 

Do you know of any others? 

I have learned of them now, by means of the documents and files 
fo this court. “or example, tho so-cullod Cormando Decree, I just learned 
of it now. 

Q Did you know at that time thatthe aim was there, by means of 
various disguises, to exterminate the Jews? 

Not in the least. 

Q “hen did you first learn that Jewish persecution was begun in 


Germany? 


No, I didn't, 

Did you hear from your acquaintances that these people disappeared? 
I said yesterday that I lived in absolute soclusion in a suburb 
Munich. 

know 


Then there are only two o? these 


criminal character 


But according t« Pa) many more such orders 


your Army Group. Dia you yourself never read them? 


“hich orders do you mean? 
I shall refer to them latcr. Do you assume full responsibility for 
everything that happened within your rmy Group while you were its commander? 
That is impossible for me +. do so. 
You assume responsibility only for that which you knew? 
Yes. 
Q ånd you didn't know that extermination of civilian population, etc. 
took place 
A I did not know that there was any intention to do m I learned, 
as was shown by yesterday's affidavit, that measures were talen against the 


. 


Jews in Latvia and I forbade thome 
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Q Did you really believe that this action had been carried out 
by the Lithuanians and not by the 55 and similar elements == that they were 
behind these actions? 


^ 


A I have to say here, according to my best conscience and knowledge 
thet I did not at that time know of the existence of the Einsatzgruppe 4, 
the SD, and the other elements that were behind the fronte 
Q Did you never know that the army had been disseminated with all 
hese peonle and that they were everywhere? 
It is perhaps possible th-t in the course of the weeks and months 
mention was made of thise 
who told you of this? 
It is impossibhe for me to remember. I did not soy that I did 
know, I only mentioned the possibility. 
Q Didn't you see all kinds of people, wearing a 11 kinds of uniforms, 
norma] army uniforms? 
like to add the following to my noe I read 
this report of Einsatzgruppe A that is present here in the files -and the 
fuchrer of the atzgruppe v > his that he was remaining in 
Lithuania and Latvia while we advanced and that he did not like “o be 700 
kilometers behind the front with his group. My direction was only towards 
tho front and I don't believe that I over met such man. This Fuchrer writes 
that he later ddvanced a small part of his Einsatzgruppe and this 
part of the Einsatzgruppe consisted of an Action Group of 500 men and 
another small part of perhaps 200, distributed those 200 men to the 16th 
and 18th Armies and to the 4th Armored Group. Therefore it is evident that I 
not meet such a mone 
Q d yo w that members of your staff had breakfast with this 
gentleman and met him frequently? 
I learned this from the 
You yourself never had any connection with al] these people 
and so on? 
I don't remember in my waye 
But it is maintained that cooperation between your Army Group 


with these people and within your Army Group went on without friction. 
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i) UN 


A That is mentioned in the report of Einsatzgruppe A if I am not 
mistakene As far as I can judge that refers to the combatti ng of partisa 
bandits e 

Q Is that your only explanation? 

I believe it is sufficiente 

Q We shall now turn to another point. I refer to Document C-124. 
You state that you bombarded only military objectives in Leningrade Is that 
correct? 
Yes. 


“What was to be done with Leningrad? Do you know anything about 


A I believe the impression was that when I approached Leningrad that 
we would not have to expect my special resistance on the part of the 


Russianse I was immediately before Leningrad and I advanced within a few 


AIL 


kilometers of it when the order came that I wasnot to take Leningrad. 


ad this order confirmed. It was rseveated. I do not know the true reasonse 
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Qe Dicn!t you know, from the so-called Fuehrer Order, that Lenin r&à was 
to disappear from the face cf the earth 7? 

Ae At the end of November 1941 I received a letter from the Naval Opera- 
ticns Staff, n this letter it said that the luehrer intended to have Lenin- 
4rad disappear from the earthe I put this letter on file, I was never rivei 
an order, 


Q Is that the same order frc which I am now goinz to qu. te to you ? 


(Document C-12l), This tco was sent by the Navyo "The Fuchrer has ordered 


that St. Petersburg, Leningrade is to be wiped ace of the earth", 
Is that the same ? 

(Document handed to witness.) 

(Witness indicates he cannot read the cocument sincs it is an En lish 
translation). 

Qe I will re; vat the question -is this the same document that you remember 
It was issuei by the Navy anc says: "The Fuehrer has ordered that St. Feter- 
sburz, Leningrad, is to be wiped off the face of the earth," 

Is that the same orcer that you remember 

Ae Ñas this received by Army Group North ? 

Qe Yes, 

I remember it as a letter by the Naval War Staff t Army Group Ncrth, 
The Naval War Steff wanted to have the #uehrer clarify a point and Hitler's 
answer was that Leninzrad was to oe wiped off the face 
such statements 

I just wanted to know whether they were icenticale 

In order to avoid any mnisundcrstancinc I should like to ade that as fa: 
l 


remember I never received th rder to this letters 


Dic you swear your oath to the Fuüghrer ? 
Yese 
Qe Isn't every wore of the | or an order for you ? I s he not your 
highest War Lord ? 
There were limitse 


Ani where do these limits lie ? 


If anythin’ is against my own human conscicncee 


ESTS 
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ETTTUT 


Qo Would it be correct for me t- say that a chivher leader does nct have 
ey his superior if criminal matters are involvec ? 
Yes, he does nct have to cbe. 


You azroe with me ? 


Wasn't the reason for your final retirement these criminal activities 
probably played a role in this, 
Was not that the main reas. ; ? Dicn't these affairs acdc up all the 
? Be quite frank, Is that ture ? 
(Witness noċs his heade) 
A, It was impossibl. for me to have any success with the FR shrer concerni 


the opinions that I helc and that is when I crew the conclusion to withcraw 


| you speak about this viia comrades anc hivher leaders, that is , 


cencerninz your attituce ? 


arn, wh 5 
General cf the Infantry, 3rennecke, 
Qe Anc was Brennecke of your pinion that hi her cfficer could 
hanc in such criminal matters 
Khe As far as I remember, my 
Usa you believe that you woulk. « ifficulties if you retired t 
our 
decicedc t 
You were one of the few men who haá urace, even in the face of your 
nz" eyour hivher superi 
My conscience forbace me to | articipate any loners 
Was the <entleman you just mentioned the nly one with whom you spoke 
this conflict of conscience: ? 
spoke about this wi the First Officer of the General Staff. 
And who was he ? 


Ae or the moment I have f-rzotten the names 
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Qe “hat other sentelem held positions similar to yours an! retired 
at that time ? 
General von Bock anc General von Rundstedt, 


But later Rundstedt once more re-entered, cidn't he ? 


Yes 
Do you know anythin. akcut his conscience at that time 


Noe 
At any rate you were not able to brin: your ecnscience in accord 
what asked cf you for Country and Goc, is that true ? 
That is a very difficult question t^; answer. I failec 
towards Hitler but alsc my Fatherlance 
COLONEL NEAVE: Dr. Kenpner, where is this cross-examination lea- 


in. ? The su»ject is getting a bit narrow, isn't it. with revard to th 


sersonal conscience cf this 
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DR. KEMPNER: The conscience of this witness is < extreme importance 
for the conscience of the Genoral Staff. 

CCLONEL NEAVE: All right. 

And in 19h42 things had taken such a turn it was impossible to 


ect? 


an understand that 


cormraces can reproach no for hav ' loft and not continued 


ludi 


u were concerne 
vitn your cc 
successful as far as was concerned 


1 


understand 


to 


rour retirement? 


brought 
attack of the two deep flanks 


short timi 


T the ew to Hitler': 


and reported the mattor orally and very u contly. I described the 


LS 
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ate 


on to him and suggested that 


to form a straight line south of the 


occasion to 


thus have nad rees at ny disposal t. - 
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front and this front would then have b 


ilorcover, I 
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any rescrve CLVAISLONS e 
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Q MOS 


ha 
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"c 
Pars 


very urre The situation t 


ntly. 
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atic 


upon i hanced in ny retirement applic 
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Ya 
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your 
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You werc 


of or to destroy 
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unc car Un, 
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as Dat Sem 
OL this 
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convey 


to clarify 


Loninrrad. Evidently the Naval 
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m Staff ti 
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Leninsrad off the face of the earth 
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Soy 


Then you mean to 


not mean any order given to 
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acti 


letter i 
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this nec t an 


Learned of any intent 


you yourself ever receive 
Loninerad 


of which you yours 


to my best: knowloc;;o 


Even if I had reccived 
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we cvacuate the sack and craw 


Ilmen Seo, 
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should also have won reserves by t 


quite 
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celf wo 
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our lines back 


If wo did so we would have 
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TE T retreated I would 


einforce the weak lines of thc flank 


micurh to withstand any attack. 
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no position 
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+2 


did 


not receive such 
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munitions ond artillory to carry out tho most essential 
su»»liod with very little munitions, I can rivo a drastic example of this 
of the supplios and roinforcenent questicn. I 
division by mea 
bed to you that by reason of the cath that you 
pledred to Hitler, every word and every intention expressed by hin 


for you the effect of an order to be cirried cut, Is it nct rat! 


military practice all important orders must bo issued in writing? 
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À That is the custom, - 0032 

Q I believe that this has clarified that point. Now to turn to the 
Einsatz Groups, you stated, by reason of the order that you saw just a few 
days agog that the strength of the Einsatzgruppe was 500 men, 

A The whole strength of this Einsatzgruppe has been proved to be 1000 
men and of this the soecalled Action Group had a strength of 500 aena 

Q You just used the words "has been proved," Do you mean "proved" only 
in such a case that one assumes the correctness of the execution of this order, 

A I mention the figures of 1000 and 500 by reason of this report, 

Q Assuming that this Einsatzgrn»pe had been distributed in your Sector 
I am interestod in the answer to the following question, How broad was the 
sector of this Army Group ? 

A I should estimate about 600 kilometers. To illustrate this I may 
perhaps be allowed to add the following : The front strencth of my army 
group amounted to about 600,000 men and the members of the Einsatzgruppe 
perhaps to 200 men, 

Q It was further suggested to rou that members of these Einsatzrruppe 


1 


must have been noticed by you because they wore different uniforms, Did you 
have time to concern yourself with such details, with such trifles ? In order 
to understand this question I would like you to depict briefly tho average day 
of the cormancer of an Army Groupe 

A An Army Group can be commande by two different methods 
Airected from the conference table by mean of all modern means of int 
or communication, or by seeing thincs oneself - by self observation. I pre- 
ferred the latter method, I went to the front frequently, at first with a 
passenger care Then later in the Russian territory, when the territory became 


extensive and the roads bad and unsafe because of partisans, by means of a 


gyroplane, used as a small transportation airplane that was able to land any- 


whereg on any meadow, on any pasture; but this gyroplane did not afford any 
possibility of defence = we carried no arms, 

COLONEL NEAVE s Dre Laternser. can we cut this as short as possible ? Is 
this day in the life of an Army Group Commander really a matter rising out of 
crosseexamination ? 


DR. LATERNSER : Yes, this question relates to Dr, Kempner!s question 2f 


other uniforms appeared at this front, 
1621 
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COLONEL NEAVE Well, may we have the description as briefly as possible, 
DR, LATERNSER Yes, certainly. I ask you to be as brief as possible, 
Then later I flew about in a bomber, accompanied by two 

pursuit planes and returned at night, Then the reports were given at night 
by the first officer of the General Staff, concerning the positions and by 
the third officer of the General Staff concerning the enemy position. Accord- 

to these, I had to rive my orders ani instructions, It was the task of 

chief to keep everything unnecessary away from me, 
DY DR. LATERNSER 3 

Q Would it then be right to say that you only receive? purely military 


information needed for military decisions that you as Commander in Chief had 


A Yes, that is correct. A good Chief of Staff has to keep everything 
unnecessary away from his Commanders 

Q I believe that is sufficient concernin- this point. 

Dre Kempner then further submit/^! the order of the 13th and lhth 
19ll to us, which states that German soldiers are not to be prosecuted 
by a Court of Marshall law if violations on their part had taken place 


the civilian population, unless the Jisciplince of the troop was 


00 
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severely endangered. 


DR. KEMPNZ3: 


COLONEL NEVE: 


which y 


DR. 


KEMPNER s 


COLONEL NEsaVE: 


record. 


MIT TO NIDT. 
Lal DHEaNSB 


BY DR. 
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No. 

Q Did tnis 


ward the civilian po 


you act according 


ated the highest 


at whet tine 


v, 
for the western 
Fron 


When was bui 


Q 
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+h 


in 1935, 


Q 
% 


in your capacity as 


A No, I heard 


quite a peculiar f 


that had some conments 


tion and saw that it hed 


Weisbaden, 


DR. KEN 


ject at all during cross 
OLONZL NEVE: 


tion this subject was no 


Would you like to look at the order once 


order have 


were 


October 1l, 
laing 


as I can T 


Were you informed of the 


nf 
Ol 


asnion. 


concorning 


H0972 — 


0034 


This was UK 64. 


Doctor Konpner that is the docunent to 


ou referred sormetine ago? 


Yes. 


We will have it incorporated in the 


again? 


any influence on your attitude to- 


opulat ion urter your contol? 


to this order? 


,1e order of the Counander in Chief 


T 
a 


discipline and this consi- 


zn 


you Conmander in Chief and responsible 


1935 to February 


started on the west wall? 


eneribor in 1935 or 1936. I believe 


beginning of construction work 


Commander in Chief west? 


the beginning of construction work in. 


I found a letter on my writing table 


l 
ked 


this. L LOC at the distribu- 


come fron the Defense Commission at 
I don't believe that I touched on this sub- 
examination. 

Dr. Laternser, during the cross oxamina- 
t touched upon. 
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HEINE 


DR. LaTERNSER: The cuestion suffices and it is not 
necessary for no to hear any mere concerning these details. 
COLONEL NIVE Doctc., please in the future qucstion 
the witness only on matters arising out of tho cross exarnination 
as wo are short of tine. Have you any further quostions? 
DR. L.TE3USER:; I an almost finished. 
BY DR. Lui TERNSER 
Q You were then asked concerning the conference 
14, 1941. That is the conference that took place betwee 
and the Cosmanier in Chief before the Russian campaign. 
not quite understand what was meant. I az intcrested 
in what sequence the reports of the C« mauanders in Chief 
arny groups were made to Hitler and if the Cozmenders in 
he arny groups and the armies were present at the sane tine ? 


a. 


one after tho other. I dia not know for 
xanple what the Commanders in Chiof of the rmy Group Center and 
South, Von Bock and Von Rundstcdt, were going to report on, 


Q à final question concerning the Schilicffen org ani zation 


E 


3 


which you wore asked, What kind of an organization was this 
hilioffon organization? Was it a social organization or 
tical group, with lot us say an aggressive objective? 
The Schilicffen organize as purely a social 
zation. 
Can you state in a few words tho purpose of iis organi- 
zation? 
The purpose was to keep alive the memory 
teachings 
No further questions. 
COLONEL NELVE:; Thank vou. This witness 
ecess for ton minutcs. 
(THE COMMISSION RECESSED 4T 1120 HOURS.) 
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